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XOE VA AM NHAC XOE THAI

Pang Hoanh Loan

Tém tdt: Mudn tim hidu am nhac Xoe Thai, trirée hét phai tim hidu khdng gian trinh dién Xoe Thai.
Xo0e Thai c6 ba khéng gian trinh dién chinh véi ba quy mé nghé thuat va néi dung nghé thuat khac nhau.
Trong dé, khdng gian trinh dién ra doi sém nhét, c6 quy md nghé thuat chuyén nghiép nhét, la khéng gian
dién xwong Then.

Dé thuyét phuc duoc céng déng, 16i kéo céng déng nghe theo tin ngwéng ctia minh, gidi cac dng ba
Then d4 c6 mét qué trinh hoan chinh nghé thuat, hoan chinh té chire dinh cao nghé thuat dan gian tee réat
sém. Trong d6 ngwoi nghé si chinh la cac 6ng ba Then, cac nghé si hé trer |a nhom cac nghé s mua va
dém nhac cho mua.

Nhac dém cho mua la do cac nghé sy choi Tinh Tau, goi la cac Bao kha dam nhan. Ho luén la nhing
nghé si gan b6 véi thdy Then, ho dan gidi, thuéc rat nhiéu ban nhac mua trong Then, ho biét ngon nganh
timg diéu mla. Ho hoa dan cung thay Then, ho 1a linh hén cda maa Then.

Tinh hép dén cda nghé thuat Xoe va nhac tinh T4u trong Then, dén da duwoc céng déng “nhéc” né khdi
khéng gian thiéng, cdm né vao cac cuéc vui trong sinh hoat cong déng. DAy la khong gian trinh dién Xoe
thev hai, c6 céi ngudn ter Then.

Khi x& héi Thai hinh thanh tang I6p quy tdc giau c6, cac quan tri chau, tri phd da tan dung nghé thuét
Xoe trong Then, t6 chirc thanh cac déi Xoe chuyén nghiép, cé nhing nguyén tdc mua da duwoc quy chuén,
cac nghé si mua duoc tuyén chon va dao tao rét bai ban. Nhing déi Xoe quy téc nay duoc trinh dién trong
mét khéng gian riéng, méi triromg riéng, séng doi séng riéng. Béy |a khong gian thi ba ciia Xoe Théi.

Cé ba khéng gian trinh dién cta Xoe Théi, déu c6 chung céi ngudn &m nhac dé la céc bén nhac Khap
Then. Tuy nhién, tly theo tirng diéu mua ma céc diéu khdp duwoc sang tao thanh cac dj ban.
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Pang Hoanh Loan: Xde dance of the Tai and its music

To understand the music used in Xoe dance of the Tai people first of all, we need to understand the
performance space associated with this art form. Xoe dance is performed in three main spaces with three
different performance scales and artistic content. Out of these spaces, the one that is of artistic feature
devoted to Then performance.

To persuade community members and make them believe in the religion they are devoted to, the circle
of Then masters has attempted to elaborate folk arts and art organizations since early times. The
organization included the Then masters acting as main artists and some groups of dancers and
background musicians as supporting artists.

Background music for dancing was played by Tinh Tau (Gourd lute) lutenists, who were called B&o
Kha. They were instrumentalists closely attached to Then Masters. Whenever Then Masters held their
rituals, B4o Kha went with them. Bao Khé played Tinh T4u very well and they knew many music pieces
used in Then dance.

In acknowledging the attractiveness of Xoe dance and Tinh TAu music used in Then rituals, the
community gradually “lifted” these practices out of their sacred space and entered them into their daily
life’'s entertainment activities. This is the second performance space which was originated
from Then rituals.
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When wealthy noble classes emerged in the Tai society, provincial and regional officials exploited the
art of X0e dance associated with Then rituals. They organized professional Xoe dance groups to perform
in ceremonies and diplomacy receptions under their authority. These noble Xoe dance groups performed
in their own exclusive space. This is the third space of Xde dance of the Tai.

All the three performance spaces of Xoe dance of the Tai share a common music resource, that is
Kh&p Then, music associated with Then. However, in compliance with different dance forms, the music is
developed variedly into many variations.
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